
LAND CONSERVATION 
& DRINKING WATER



REGIONAL WORK
Blue Mountain Land Trust 
Columbia Land Trust 
Deschutes Land Trust
Friends of the Columbia Gorge Land Trust 
Forest Park Conservancy 
Greenbelt Land Trust 
Klamath Lake Land Trust 
Lower Nehalem Community Trust 
McKenzie River Trust 
North Coast Land Conservancy 
Oregon Desert Land Trust 
Southern Oregon Land Conservancy 
Wallowa Land Trust 
Wild Rivers Land Trust

STATEWIDE WORK 

Center for Natural Lands Management
Ducks Unlimited
Pacific Forest Trust
The Conservation Fund
The Nature Conservancy in Oregon
The Trust for Public Land
The Wetlands Conservancy
Western Rivers Conservancy

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Black Oregon Land Trust
Cerro Gordo Land Conservancy
Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District
East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District
Helvetia Community Association
Northwest Rangeland Trust
Oregon Agricultural Trust
Tualatin Soil and Water Conservation District
View the Future
Yamhill Soil and Water Conservation District



POLLUTION SOURCES

NOAA

SOURCE WATER PROTECTION:



SOURCE WATER PROTECTION: TOOLS

• Education

• Partnerships

• Incentives

• Land use laws

• Restoration

• Land conservation







Ecotrust Drinking Water Data: https://ecotrust.org/drinking-water-data-for-coastal-communities/

https://ecotrust.org/drinking-water-data-for-coastal-communities/


LAND CONSERVATION: TOOLS

Ownership 
Benefits: Control, Flexibility 

Challenges: Cost, Long-term Management 

Conservation Easement
Benefits: Cost, Management 

Challenges: Complexity, Enforcement 

Deed Restriction 
Benefits: Cost, Administration

Challenges: Impermanence 



LAND CONSERVATION: MODELS

Community 
Owned

Partner 
Owned

Land Trust 
Owned

Land 
Exchange 

Bridge 
Buyer

Community 
Forest 



LAND CONSERVATION: BENEFITS 

Water Supply

• Better Quality 

• Reliable Quantity 

• Reduced Treatment Costs

• Increased Resilience

Co-Benefits

• Climate resilience and 

mitigation

• Recreation and open space 

• Supporting local economies

• Healthier and more equitable 

communities 



WHO THIS GUIDE IS FOR:
•  WAT ER  PROV IDER S

•  LOCA L  GOV ER N M EN T S

•  COM M UN IT Y  M EM BER S 

•  LA N D T R UST S A N D OT H ER

COM M UN IT Y  PA RT N ER S

WHAT’S IN THE GUIDE:
•  BACK GROUN D ON  H OW  

DR IN K IN G WAT ER  I S  SOUR CED, 

M A N AGED, A N D R EGULAT ED

•  A N  EXPLA N AT ION  OF  T H E ROLE  

OF  SOUR CE WAT ER  PROT ECT ION  IN  

SECUR IN G CLEA N  DR IN K IN G 

WAT ER

•  A N  OV ERV IEW  OF  LA N D 

CON SERVAT ION  TOOLS

•  A N  OV ERV IEW  OF  F UN DIN G 

SOUR CES

•  A  F R A M EWOR K  F OR  

IM PLEM EN T IN G LA N D PROT ECT ION  

PROJECT S

•  CA SE  ST UDIES

https://oregonlandtrusts.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Source-Water-

Guide-June-2023-Update.pdf

https://oregonlandtrusts.org/water-guide-release/
https://oregonlandtrusts.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Source-Water-Guide-June-2023-Update.pdf
https://oregonlandtrusts.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Source-Water-Guide-June-2023-Update.pdf


Michelle Smith 
michellesmith@

oregonlandtrusts.org
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